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Server Setup Microsoft 
 
 
√  Description Tech 
 1. Install operating system (O/S) – do typical install unless noted   
  1.1. Computer name  
  1.2. Company name  
  1.3. User/admin name  
  1.4. Password (                                    ) Administrator  
  1.5. DHCP/IP -          .       .      .        /  
  1.6. Special services needed, if this is a server that SPI is going to be administering then all services should 

be unchecked and then check only those that are needed, check “Network Monitor Tools”, this is under 
“Management and Monitoring tools”. 

 

  1.7. C: drive or system volume should be 7 GB, NTFS format  
 2. Install Mother board INF files and other MB drivers.  
 3. Setup other drives, partitions.  
  3.1. Unless special drive setup is needed, the rest of the drive or other drives should be formatted with the 

following - NTFS - 512 K sectors “D”. 
 

  3.2. CD should be either e: or the next available drive letter if e: is used.  
 4. Using the “new computer” setup disk, setup the background, registry file and on D: the SPI sub-directory. 

d:\spi 
- i386 (windows cab files, from the OS CD) 
- support (support sub-directory from OS CD) 
- ResourceKit 

 

  4.1. Copy from the “OS CD” all of the cab files to d:\spi\i386, and the support sub-directory to d:\spi\support  
  4.2. Copy from the resource kit CD the Resource kit.  
 5. Install drivers for other hardware devices, as you install these and if possible, all drivers should be copied into 

the d:\spi\i386 directory.  If there are conflicts, then these should be copied into their own sub-directory under 
d:\spi, using generic names.  i.e. video, nic, modem, printer, … 

 

  5.1. Video  
  5.2. Network  
  5.3. Modem  
  5.4. Keyboard/mouse  
  5.5. RAID/SCSI  
  5.6. DVD/CD-R/W  
  5.7. Printer  
 6. Setup any Other windows services that are required.  
  6.1. Active Directory (if needed)  
       6.1.1. Logs should reside on second partition (D: drive) D:\logs\NTDS  
       6.1.2. Password (                                    ) for directory recovery mode  
  6.2. DNS  
  6.3. DHCP   IP block    -          .       .      .        /  
  6.4. Recovery Console  
       6.4.1. d:\spi\i386\winnt32.exe /cmdcons  
       6.4.2. Reboot  
       6.4.3. Turn on set commands - in MMC open your "Group Policy Snap-in (run “gpedit.msc”)" then go to 

Local Computer Policy | Computer Configuration | Windows Settings | Security Settings | Local Policies | 
Security Options, look for the "Recovery Console Section: Allow floppy copy…" and enable it. 

 

       6.4.4. At a DOS window type in the following four commands. 
           Set AllowWildCards=on 
           Set AllowAllPaths=on 
           Set AllowRemovableMedia=on 
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           Set NoCopyPrompt=on 
 7. Event Logs  
  7.1. Size should be set to 4096, except on Security, which should be set for 20096.  The logs should be set 

large enough to store at least two weeks of events, and really should be able to handle a couple of months 
worth. 

 

  7.2. Overwrite events older that 7 days should be used.  
 8. Install other software  
  8.1. Backup software  
       8.1.1. Backup Software should be set up so that it either prints or E-mails a status every time it does a 

backup. 
 

  8.2. Defragmenting software (Diskeeper)  
  8.3. Hostmonitor  
  8.4. Firewall software (ISS BlackIce)  
 9. Hook up to Internet and download all latest Service packs, hot fixes, program updates, etc.  before any 

computer is hooked up to the Internet the Administrator password should be set. 
 

 10 Defragment hard drives.  
 11 After putting everything back together, including covers, do one final cold boot, and look for errors, in device 

manager for hardware errors, and event viewer for software and configuration errors. 
 

 12 Under backup run ERD (twice), making sure that you check the box “Also backup the registry…”  
 13 All manuals, driver disks, and ERD are to be put into either a bag or box that the devices came in.  
 14 If this is a server that is connected to the Internet, and we are the ones that are going to be maintaining it or 

they have contracted to have the server hardened, then see the work sheet called “ServerSecurity-MS” 
keeping track of your time on that part 

 

 15 Clean up your mess, at the shop this means putting up the mouse, keyboard, foam, and any cables that you 
got out or used.  Boxes are to be left at the customers site, with instructions that they should keep them for a 
couple of weeks. 

 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
 
 


